


















































must be supplied if Christians are to be the new men which our
world so desperately needs: the lack of “intellectual integrity.”
Trueblood’s insistence on the need for greater intellectual honesty
and effort in Christians may seem altogether irrelevant in a day
when a powerful anti-rationalist and anti-intellection mood is
rapidly becoming the “spirit of the times” and is rapidly fashioning
its own counter culture.®! But this is not so; as the author so
perceptively observes, the ethical inconsistency and confusion which
so often marks the protests and projected hopes of modern man
reveals that, at bottom, he is no longer capable of reasoning
logically and consistently. He, therefore, approves or advocates a
certain line of action (entire permissiveness, for example) in one
area of life and a very different one (violence or contemptuous
rejection, let us say) in another realm of life. It is precisely modern
man’s increasing inability to recognize and accept objective,
universally valid norms of human behavior and to consistently
apply these to specific situations and issues, which has catapulted
him into the ethical morass of our time. It is entirely relevant
and urgent, therefore, that Christians, on the other hand, demon-
strate an intellectual integrity and tough-mindedness which insists
on certain affirmations of Christian truth, which clearly exposes
the inconsistent “humanisms” and “pantheisms” of our day, and
which relentlessly shuts modern man up to the necessity of coming
to terms with the person of Jesus Christ.

This, then, according to Trueblood, is the kind of new man
which our time needs. And this is the kind of book, we may add,
which members of our own churches might well use as prompter
for honest and serious group discussion; it could do all of us a

world of good!
Herb Giesbrecht

1. See Theodore Roszak’s The Making of a Counter Culture for a
provocative study of this anti-intellection mood.

Hans Hahn & Werner Raasch, Helping the Retarded to Know
God. St. Louis: Concordia, 1969. 112 pp. $1.95.

Instructor’s Guide for Helping the Retarded to Know God. Pp. 54.
$1.95.

Several years ago after a Teachers’ Training session I was
conducting, several ladies came to upbraid me. They reminded
me that all of the “techniques” and aids I had been talking about
applied to normal children and adults. Where, they asked, could
they find help for the group of retarded students they were
responsible for on Sunday mornings? Since several of our larger
churches have classes for the retarded, I can only suppose that
such material is needed both by these as well as by churches who
have not yet accepted the challenge of such special classes.
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Helping the Retarded is designed to instruct teachers of the
retarded, though the text and the Instructor’s guide are of special
interest to the DCE or SS superintendent in your congregation.
However, the text is well worth everyone’s consideration in terms
of helping us to understand better the approach required to care
adequately for the retarded who also need to be drawn into the
Christian community.

The text outlines the “nature of mental retardation,” the
“spiritual needs of the retarded,” “teaching and learning,” and
“the teacher and his responsibility.” Of especial value, at least
for me, was the brief bibliography listing curriculum aids available
(p 81ff, 97ff) plus other suggested reading (e.g. counselling
parents of the retarded).

The Instructor’s Guide outlines a possible procedure for
implementing a course and gives focusing directions for the
material in the text, constituting a useful, but not indispensible,
tool for examination of this important topic. It comes complete
with tests which make the applicant eligible for the Concordia
Leadership Training Program.

Vern Ratzlaff



