


































































































showed more discriminatory attitudes in four of them than did
adults and pastors. On all of a six-point item concerning human
relations, youth were more judgemental than adults and pastors
were. Sample: 13% of youth, 4% of adults, 0% of pastors, agreed
with the statement, “Enemy countries should suffer as they have
made others suffer” (p. 60).

In terms of “traditional teachings,” youth tend to be less
traditional than adults and pastors (again in that order), with the
exception of the statement, “The elimination of all racial dis-
crimination is a goal of Christianity,” where 59% of youth, 67% of
adults, and 70% of pastors, agreed. Somewhere Chalcedon has been
neglected when to the statement, ‘“Jesus Christ had a beginning like
created angels,” 17% of youth, 7% of adults and 4% of pastors,
agreed! The Marcion heresy is still with us: 6% of youth, 2% of
adults, 1% of pastors agreed with “Jesus differs from God in that
God is stern and Jesus is gentle’”” On “traditional teachings,”
Mennonite youth tested lower in terms of agreement than did their
Lutheran or Southern Baptist counterparts. The same lack of
commitment to creedal Christianity, creedal emphasis exemplified
in the long history of Mennonite confessions of faith, is further
illustrated by agreement with the following statements: “Other re-
ligions are as right before God as Christianity” (youth, 36% agree;
adults, 13%; pastors, 7%); “Each religion leads to the same God
(youth, 229 agree; adults, 11%; pastors, 3%) (p. 67).

In relation to attitudes toward youth groups, ‘‘the most positive
evaluations of the youth groups are found among freshmen. This
decreases steadily year by year” (p. 73).

In attitudes toward service, 35% indicated a preference for
serving in church-related programs (p. 79).

Of interest to those in church colleges is the fact that 27%
indicated they would attend a ‘“church school.” This is in contrast
to present figures of post-high school enrollment which indicate that
about 50% of OM youth are studying in their conference-related
schools. Among MB’s the figure is much lower, particularly in
Canada where it is virtually nil in terms of arts or science study.

Another feature of the study was the attempt made by adults
and pastors to project the probable responses of youth to many of
the questions. In all instances, pastors’ misperceptions were appre-
ciably higher than the adults’ misperceptions, i.e. pastors tended to
understand youth less than did other adults, overrating their
concerns.

To those of us who have been involved in church high schools,
the lack of significant differentiation between youth people attending
these schools and young people attending public schools, is matter
for serious consideration. In terms of financial stewardship; church
attendance; bible reading; prayer; understanding of religious teach-
ing; concept of forgiveness; attitudes toward service, nonresistance,
ordinances and the church; and vocational ambition, there were no
significant deviations between all youth and youth in church high
schools. Oh, yes, there was one exception—the latter tended to have
more trouble getting along with their parents (p. 56, 65, 82, 95, 96).

What does Memnonite Youth suggest to us? First, that we
might be encouraged to do a similar survey among our youth.
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Second, that we evaluate more closcty the effectiveness of our
homes and church training programs to see what results we are
achieving in terms of “traditional beliefs,” i.e. historic orthodoxy and
creedal faithfulness, as well as in attitudes and expressions of faith.
In terms of fledgeling samples of home strength and inter-personal
relationships, samples tested by, and ccrrelated with, the Jourand
100-point questionnaire, I have found that our MB youth rate
significantly lower in self-disclosure and self awareness scores than
do youth from other denominations cr from no religious persuasion
whatever. Is our home training adequate to meet the tensions of our
society? The suggestions taken by G. Konrad’s and H. Jantz’s
articles may well supply the necessary direction in this respect.
Lederach’s book presents sobering information about the OM’'s—
youth, adults, pastors—basic affirmation of the faith. We need to

take the MB pulse, as well.
Vern Ratzlaff, MBBC



