
































we find in the exegetical digging. Be prepared to shelve some, 
but enjoy the morsels for yourself. 

2. We must be careful that the sermon does not deteriorate 
into a lashing out at the Christian business man, or some other 
occupational stratum against which we harbor some negative 
feelings. 

3. The sermon must not narrow its thrust to certain 
specialized segments of our congregation. The others may enjoy 
a harangue against a business man or a medical doctor. That 
enjoyment we dare not give them. God in Jesus Christ must 
confront all those who hear us. 

Sermon Structure 

A truth is sharpened by contrast. Let us set Simon Peter on 
one side, and Peter Siemens on the other (Try the German 
pronunciation of Simon, and add an "s" to Peter). 

Let Peter Siemens represent all of us in our occupational 
pursuits. 

Final Focusing 

1. Jesus wants men to hear from God. 
2. He claims our means of livelihood to make this possible. 
3. In our occupational pursuits Jesus proves himself God, and 

thereby places his claim on us personally. 
4. He may call us away from our occupation in order that we 

may catch men alive. (Age 45, 50 or even 60 is no guarantee 
that the call will not be issued). 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

WHEN YOU PRAY by Harold Lindsell. 

THE CREATIVE ROLE OF INTERPERSONAL GROUPS 
IN THE CHURCH TODAY, by John L. Castul (ed.). 

New York: Association Press, 1968. Pp. 221. $4.95. 
This book of essays focuses attention where the action is. 

And the action is where the New Testament style fellowship is 
being recaptured in the form of interpersonal groups. The most 
dynamic part of the personal and church renewal movement is 
associated with small groups. 

We, <the chi·ldren of the left wing of the Reformation, stand 
in the position that the church is the fellowshipping, forgiving, 
witnessing body of believers. This book is one of a growing number 
which describes how that spirit of koinonia is revitalizing individ­
uals and churches in widely diverse denominations. The essays 
do not present sure-fire formulae or "ten easy steps to a 
revitalized church, or 'soul-winning' ". Rather, as the blurb on the 
dust cover describes, "15 specialists draw upon the latest findings 
of the behavioral sciences and upon practical experience in and 
outside religious settings to show how interpersonal groups can be 
organized and conducted to enrich participants and strengthen 
the church." 

"If the church is to be made new, there must be freedom for 
persons to explore and try out new approaches" (p. 38). Here are 
living examples of the rediscovery of healing for persons and new 
life for churches. 

Allen R. Guenther 

NOTHING BUT THE GOSPEL, by Peter Eldersveld. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1966. Pp. 162. 

Eldersveld was radio speaker from 1946-1965 on the Christian 
Reformed church's Back to God Hour. Nothing but the Gospel 
(also the title of his first radio address) is a collection of nineteen 
sermons delivered in that role, ranging from "The Purpose of 
the Pulpit" through "Christ or Christmas" to "The Value of 
Your Vote." (The sermons were selected from those preached 
since 1960.) 

Since the sermons are left virtually unedited from the radio 
scripts, they lack the scope and development most works evidence 
which are intended for readers rather than listeners. But the 
sermons are readable and contain key ideas which are excellent 
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for discussion-group topics. E.g. he recognizes the principle of 
church/state separation involved in the Supreme Court decision 
banning prayers in public schools: the answer Jies .in Christians 
establishing their own private Christian schools, rather than 
supporting "a hodgepodge of sectarian beliefs"i(p. 113). He has 
a concern for current labour problems and.thetotalitarian 
attitude of international unions ("The Right to Work"). Elders­
veld points out that man is called to be a "brother," not a 
"keeper" of his fellow-man (p. 129). His strong Reformed theology 
becomes particularly obvious when he says in "For Children 
Only," "Perhaps you were baptized when you were a baby. Do 
you know why? Because your parents, if they were true Christians 
(underlining mine), believed that you belonged to God-that 
you belonged to Him then already . . . . " (p. 159). Also, the 
strong view of election and reprobation comes through repeatedly 
in the sermons "The Gift of Faith," "The Aim of Redemption" 
and "The Power of Grace." I am puzzled when he states "The 
fact that (God) gives faith to some and not to others may seem 
arbitrary, but it certainly is not unfair" (p. 33). 

But for easily-read sermons on contemporary issues, Nothing 
but the Gospel is a good selection. Vern Ratzlaff 

FOR THE PASTOR 

Who Will Answer? by David Shank. Scottdale: Herald, 1969, Pp. 
95, $1.65. 

This is a series of five talks on spiritual renewal by a 
missionary to Belgium. The talks, dealing with crises of our time 
such as loneliness, guilt, eros (sexual lust) and conformity, 
present the biblical approach; excellent illustrations for sermons 
and talks are found in this treatment. 

Hospital Pamphlet Series by John Drescher. Scottdale: Herald, 
1969. $.33 

Hospital visitation can extend beyond the few supportive 
minutes spent at bed-side; it can continue via the distribution 
of these sixteen-page pamphlets. There are eil?'ht different titles 
in the series, written especially for older people, for the new 
mother and for general convalescence. Each pamphlet contains 
five to six meditations, relating Christian faith to the needs of 
the reader. 

Meditations for the Newly Married by John Drescher. Scottdale: 
Herald, 1969, Pp. 141. 

This is an excellent gift for the pastor or church worker to 
give the couple at whose vows he just officiated. Consisting of 
pointe4 two to three-page meditations, this· book touches on 
pri.\ctica.l issues for the couple in the context of scriptural 
sea.rching. Vern Ratzlaff 
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Coming in the April, 1970 Issue 

The Theology of the Resurrection ............................ Herb Swartz 

The Resurrection Life __ .. ____ .... ____ . ____ . ______ ... __ .... ____ ....... David Ewert 

The Resurrection and Historical Fact ............. ____ ... Vern Ratzlaff 


