


































of the people of God, and the general malaise :that hangs over 
the :body of Christ is due in no smal'l measure t'O prayerIess­
ness. There is n'O reas'On to believe that spiritual renewal 
and any great awakening willI come so 1'Ong as this is true. 
Whenever the Church has gone forward, '1t has done so on 
its knees. Until the Church returns to its knees and takes up 
a:gain the holy task of prayer there win be n'O Iarge advance 
of ,the kingdom and no strengthening of the churches. (p. 180) 
These w'Ords carry a punch in 'the light of the 

author's bi!bllical treatment of the f'OIlowing three chapters: "Laws 
governing prayer", "Prdblems in prayer", and "Hindrances .to pray­
er." These discussions of practical aspeots of prayer include many 
references and practical illustrations, most 'Of which are quite 
heLpfUJ!. A.ddressing himself to the problem 'Of feeling in prayer, 
for example, :the author ,writes: 

Prayers are not answered 'according t'O feeling, or nimbleness 
of mind, 'Or facility of expression. However, we 'Often experience 
a sense 'Of depression and defeat when 'Our times of inter­
cession are marked by moods. The absence ()f joy and 
spontaneity ma:kes us feel as though we h3ive not succeeded. 
We rashly conclude tha:t 'Our efforts have been wasted. God 
has not heard. Such conclusions are erroneous ,indeed, for 
feeling should not be allowed to defeat us. The prayer of 
J. Hudson Taylor he1ps to define this problem more clearly, 
and to place it in proper perspective. He 'Wa:s asked if he 
ever prayed without consciousness of joy. His reply 'Was, 
:that often his heant felt Iike wood, but frequently most 
,wonderful answers came when prayer was a hard effort 
accompanied by no joy. (p. 108) 
Or, when he :treats "an unfongiving spirit" as a hindrance 

to prayer, he writes: 
An unf'OI1giiving spirit 'Wovks like a .termite. Such a spirit 
harllors enmity against a brother for real or fancied wrongs. 
Whether the 'Wr'Ong is genuine or not, the harboring of this 
spirit in the heavt undermines prayer's foundation. Christ 
commanded us to be reconciled to our brother before ,we 
bring our gifts to the a,\tar. The estrangement must be over­
come, the block ,to ef1ective prayer must be removed. Onlly 
then can the gifts for ,the altar be 'Offered in good conscience 
(IM3Jtthew 5:23-25). (p. 131) 
The author does not suggest that prayer is simple or easy. 

He also adknowledges the existence 'Of mysteries and dark places 
in questions related to prayer. He however encourages the search 
for answers to difficu'lt que8't!i'Ons. The strength 'Of the book lies 
in the encouragement it gives :to the reader to regard prayer as 
one of The greatest gifts of God t'O man; the w'Onder of communi­
cation ,with the l,iving God who is with us, the joy 'Of adoration, 
the release of confession, and tJhe power of petition and interces­
sory prayer. Victor Adrian 
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