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The Incendiary Fellowship

. Elton Trueblood, Harper and Row, New York, 1967, 121 pp., $2.50

,A"‘ two-tone red dust jacket which
creates the illusion of fire; the
author’s name and the book’s title
in cursive script; and the familiar
publisher’s name — all these may be
insufficient of themselves to con-
vince one that this is a book that
must be read right away. However,
its size and- price might tempt us
to ‘believe that it is possible.

‘ The chapter headings as listed in
the table of contents:
~Hymn: Baptism by Fire

1. A Contemporary Christian
" Delusion
. A Practical Starting Point
. Conditions of Emergence
. The Base and the Field
. The Incendiary Purpose
are at least suggestive enough to
titillate the intellect, while the
knowledge that David Elton True-
blood is a Quaker immediately
establishes a rapport within certain
spiritual dimensions.

" Nevertheless, ' under even these
seemingly favourable circumstances
the final commitment “to read or
not to read” is best undertaken only
after the statement of the author’s
intention has been distilled from the
preface, Here, we are told that in
the church in our own time we have
passed from the emphasis on foreign
missions, through . ecumenicity to
“the present major emphasis of the
church... its own renewal” The
basic principles of Church Renewal
are stated by Dr. Trueblood in an
earlier bestseller “The Company of
the Committed.” This volume is a
sequel to that book. Five years of
learning, experimenting, and speak-
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ing have passed and it is time to
state personal conclusions to en-
courage the faith of all concerned
parties. In order to summarize the
message most succinctly a hymn-
poem follow the preface; the words
to be sung to the Welsh tune,
Hyfrydol.

For those who through -circum-
stances of calling and iservice need
the refreshing experience of fishing
in a stream, which is a sure source
of a good supply of aphorisms, these
deep pools beckon appealingly. The
first chapter which speaks to the
reality of a Christian minority posi-
tion in the present world substan-
tiates this:

“Perhaps it is the physical ev-
idence of the Church which most
lends credence to the delusion that
Christians enjoy a majority state.”
p. 17

“Because the human being is
adept at the creation of the easy
conscience, he can make himself
feel good about almost anything.”
p. 20

“Christianity survived very large-
ly because it accepted the scandal
of particularity.” p. 25
“Representatives of the church
need to be reminded that the
church exists for men and not
men for the church.” p. 28

“The renewal of the church will
be in progress when it is seen as
a fellowship of consciously in-
adequate persons who wgather to
serve because their unity with one
‘another and with Christ has made
them bold.” p. 31 '
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Even though these excerpts are out
of context they serve to whet the
appetite. And when the ‘plain garb’
of the Quaker is exposed as a prac-
tice which “called attention to dif-
ferences which were small rather
than to big ones,” or by the cutting
analysis that ‘the mistake of such
actions is.not the mistake of being
willing to be a conscious minority,
but rather the mistake of arriving
at distinctiveness too simply,” we
may hear the echo of Nathan’s
words to David in our own souls.
The delight of chapter two lies in

its essential practicality. First, the -

professional minister’s role comes
under careful scrutiny. Is he to be
a minister, a pastor, a shepherd or
a “playing coach” as Dr. Trueblood
suggests, whose first task is that of
teacher? Secondly, rather than
seeing the pastor as an entrepreneur
and the Church his business “we are
beginning to see that it is the or-
dinary member who has a program
and that the pastor is his helper.”
However, the revolution is only
complete when we recognize that
each member is called to be a pas-
tor to somebody, a servant enlisted
in the troops of his Servant Lord.
The how-to-do-it character of this
book is most evident in chapter 3.
While mentioning the obvious condi-
tions of renewal, repentance and a
return to the Bible, it is in the ideas
about a book table, a Lay Academy,
the small group movement, or coffee-
break evangelism that seed thoughts
are planted. It may be trite to say
that remewal begins with persons,
and no new thing to be told that
the real enemy is the sin of self-
centredness in the human heart,
however, it is encouraging to hear
again that the logic of renewal is
the principle of development whose
golden text is, “It does not yet wap-
pear what we shall be.” A lack of

probing as to the role of the Holy
Spirit in the total process is some-
what disappointing.

In the discussion on The Base and
The Field Dr. Trueblood avoids the
current tendency to write-off the in-
stitutional program of the Church,
and the Roman Catholic dogma of
Salvation only in the Church. The
definitions of the Church’s character
and function relative to the world
are set in that mood which sees the
relation of the base to the field as
essentially one of servanthood. The
so-called division between service
and missions is exposed by the con-
cept of total evangelism. Who would
want to deny our own questionings
in these areas?

If any pant of this work could
be termed somewhat exegetical, it
is the final chapter. "In fact, its
homiletical character enables the
author to reach a climax and to
leave the reader yearning for a re-
newal of vision in which the Church
is an incendiary fellowship because
of its genuine fellowship in the Liv-
ing Christ. The text “I came to cast
fire upon the earth,” according to
our author, most correctly defines
evangelism which ‘“occurs when
people are so enkindled by contact
with the central fire of Christ that
they, in turn, set others on fire.”
A re-reading of the first stanza of
the hymn included in the introduc-
tion could very well serve as our
prayer of dedication:

“Thou, whose purpose is to kindle:

- Now ignite us with Thy fire;

While the earth awaits Thy burning
With Thy passion us inspire.
Overcome our sinful calmness,
Rouse us with redemptive shame;
Baptize with Thy fiery Spirit,
Crown our lives with tongues of
flame.”
Herbert Swartz
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Prayer for Servants

of the Church of Christ

O God, who dost ever govern and sanctify
Thy church through those whom Thou hast called
into the fellowship of Thy Son and into the min-
istry of Thy Word, support with the help of Thy
Holy Spirit, we pray Thee, the labors of those
who teach and the studies of those who are
taught at our Bible College and Bible Institutes,
that from these schools there may continue to
come forth more excellent ministers, missionaries,
evangelists, and men and women eager and ready
to serve in obedience to Thee.

Make them firm in the faith once for all de-
livered to Thy people, zealous for the expansion
of Thy Kingdom, and devout in their personal
life and worship of Thee. Let them be examples
to the believers in speech and conduct, in love,
in faith and in purity, and keep them conscious
that Thou hast made them servants of Him, who
is the Church’s Head, Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
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