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It is to these latter Ohrisians and 
avtists that van der Leeuw addesses 
himself in this book on religion 'and 
avt. Sacred and Profane Beauty is 
one of the rbest ,books on the subject, 
treating wt not as juSJt another 
aspect of life, which some people 
take seriously and enjoy 'and .others 
i;gnore 'and can live without, but as 
an expression which, like religion, 
is roated deeply in the soul of man. 

For van der Leeuw, human life 
has ,t he nalture of a 'game, but a 
game in which God is somehow 
volved. In primitive culrures and 
throughout 'the Middle Ages art was 
an expression of religious feelirng, 
devotion and worship. The original 
unity of religion and wt was fol­
lowed, in more recent times ( the 
Renaissance and on), by a separa­
tion of each 'art into "sacred" and 
"profane" forms. Drama, for ex­
'ample, grew out of 'the liturgy and 
finally split inrto spiriltual and pro­
fane drama. The dance, formerly 
used in religious rites, was finally 
secuhlrired to such <an exJtent that 
the modem couple dance derives its 
popwavity chiefly from its erotic 
appeal. 

The author describes this process 
of secularization with each of the 
arts: dance, drama, music, aTchitec­
ture, sculpture, and painting. He 
pomts out tfue original sacredness 
of an art, then traces the tension 
and co.nfldct !between art and reliig­
ion, and finally their complete sepa­
ration, in which artblecomes secular 
and albsolutely autonomous. Religion, 
however, continues to utilize artiSltic 
forms, because art is better able to 
convey the holy thaJll pure idea, for 
'art's "point of departure is the 
whole man, body and soul,an 
ddvisible W1dity. The holy, too, is 
concerned with the whole man ... " 
(p.180). Thus religion needs the 

arts because it cannot live without 
forms 'and f1;gures, 'such as music, 
preaching, architecture, etc. But 
the arts must 'ruso come ,to religion, 
"as to the broader and deeper 
stream into which iots floods can 
pour" (p.189). 

At the end of each section, the 
author indicates briefJy the theolog­
ical S1igntiicance of the particular art 
under diS'Cussion. But the problem 
of "theological aesthetics" is most 
amply discussed in the laSJt section 
of the book, where von der Leeuw 
tries to summarize 1lhe results of 
his prevdousrunalysis. "The dance" 
hC! states, "reflects the movement of 
God, which 'also moves us upon the 
earth. The dvama presupposes the 
holy play between God and man. 
Verbal art is the hymn of praise in 
which the Bternal and his works 
are represented. Architecture re­
veals to us the lines of the well­
'built city of God's creation. Music 
is 'the echo of the eternal Gloria. In 
the we found images" 
of God's creation (p.265). 

All 'art then, wovthy of its name, 
finds iots origin and 'goal in God. Avt 
deals with 'l:he beautiful which is 
a reflection of God's perfect beauty. 
Art is 'an expression of love, for 
when 'an 'artist creates he is in love 
wiJth the work he creates and in 
this he 1mi:taJtes God who also creat­
ed beoause he Joved. But art is 
never the servant of religion; it is the 
servant of God by simply being >art. 
Musk, for example, does not ful­
fill its duty by singing psalms con­
tinually, "but by being music, onily 
music, andaga1n music. ReligiOlUs 
musdc in the itrue, deep sense is not 
only the music of Bachand Palestri­
na, but also a symphony of Beth­
hoven, and opera of Moz,art, a walz 
of Strauss. AU music that is alb­
solute music, wi'l:hout addHions, 

withOUIt anythinJg cournterfeit, is rthe 
servant of God; just as pure paint­
ing is, whether it treats religious 
subjects or not; 'and as true archi­
tecture is, apart from the churches 
it builds; and as true science is, 
even when it hasHttle to do with 
theology, ibut busies itself with 
gases, stars, or languages" (p.270). 

11his does il10t imply, however, fuat 
there are no distinctions and boun­
daries between the holy 'and beauti­
ful. The haly is the ultimate 
er," the unapproacha:ble, whereas 
the beautiful in art is ornly a reflec­
rum, an imitation of God's beauty. 
The artist, accordmg to the author, 
serves 'the beautiful, and in serving 
it he serves God. But he must never 
worship the beaurtiful in art as fue 
poet Shelley does in his "Hymn to 
Intell'ectuall. Beauty." The artist 
must iove and serve the beautiful, 
burt ,his worship must be reserved 
for 'the iholy, for God. 

According to van der :Leeuw, all 
gTellit works ofwt are religious in 
na1Jure. He finds religious art, where 
in the creation of the 'artist we re­
cognize the Lines land conrtours of 
God's creation. "It can and must 
be possilJle to recognize in fue 
lbeautiful work of man the features 
of the work of God, siJrree God 'him­
self gave 'to hds eavthly cveation !the 
features of his own image. It can 
and must !be possible to praise fue 
whole variety of the human world, 
1Jhe gloriOUS multitude of forms of 
art 'and religion :as revelation of <the 
glory of God, if God himself gave 
himself I1Jo this human world, him­
self assumed form 'and moved 'as 
man among men" (pp. 339-340). 
'Thus just as OhrlstiaJn theology 
gins wiith Ohrist, so does the theology 
of the arts begin with <the Incarna­
tion, the point where God represent­
ed himself in Christ, fue image of 
the Father. 
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In view of this praise of arts, 
whart are we to do With all the im­
pure, unholy 'and even lUlIti-Ohristian 
in art? Whatever distorts 'and exag­
gerates Jirfe or an of it, what­
ever contorts God's image and his 
creaJtion, is not great ibut bad aJrt 
and therefore not religiouswt. A 
picture whioh seeks primarily to jn... 

cite <the erotic sense, or porno­
graphic literature in general, cannot 
be considered works of art, for they 
are extreme, one-sided, !base :and un­
realistic. But in great art, whertJher 
it ,treats religious subjec1ls or not, 
we experience aJS Christian men 
"8Jgain 'and lIJIgain the miracle of the 
blending of reLigion 'and art" (p. 
340). Yet the possilbility of com­
plete beauty we find "in him in 
Whom we find everything, in lIJhe 
divine figure... in the Son of God. 
who is 'the most beawful" (p.34O). 

lin thisleaxned and hJi:ghly pr0-

vocative book the author does not 
pretend ,to ,show where fue parlJlts 
of beauty and holiness cross, but he 
pointJs in the direction Where they 
mdght ultimately come together. One 
might disagree with van der Leeuw's 
conclusions '8ll1d might even chal­
lenge his theologiCIaJ. approach. But 
it is difficult to find a !better equipp­
ed author, who in all sincerity, 
honesty and Ohristian humilioty, has 
produced a unique theology of art. 

Harry Loewen 

Do something! Do it quiClkly! 

o Christians, speed the day, 

When the Divine Commander shaJI 

hold dominion sway! 

When lill His Foes are vanquished, 

though men or powers they 00, 

And with His loyal army 

He rides to victory! 
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The Incendiary Fellowship 

Elton Trueblood, Harper and Row, New York, 1967, 121 pp., $2.50 

A two-tone red dust jacket which 
creates tile Hlusion of fire; the 
author's name land 'the book'is ti:tae 
in cursive script; '8Il1d the f'ami.l!rar 
publisher's name -'all these may be 
hlsuffident of, themselves to con­
vince one that this is a book 1Jhat 
must' be read rilght away. However, 
it:sSiie- aDdprlce might tempt us 
tQ1believe tha:t it ispossilble. 

The chapter headfugs 'as listed in 
the table of conrtents: 

, Hymn: ,Baptism by Fire 

1. A Contemporory Christian 
Delusion 

2. A Practical Starting Point 
3. Conditions of Emergence 
4. The Base and the Field 
5. The Incendiary Purpose 

rure at least suggestive enough to 
tittillate the intellect, while the 
knowledge 'thalt David Elton True-­
blood is a Quaker inl!Ilemately 
establishes a' rapport within certain 
spiritual dimensions. 
, Nevelfltheless, 'under even these 
seemingly favourable circumstances 
~he filnal' commitment "to read or 
not t~ read" lis ibeSltundertaJken only 
after the statement of the author's 
intention has been disthlJed from the 
prefiace. Here" we :are told that in 
the church :ID our own time we have 
palSlsed from t!heemphasis on foreign 
missions, 'through ecumenicity to 
"the Present major emphasis of the 
chi.l:rch ... its own renewal." The 
basic principles of Church Renewal 
are S1Jated .by Dr. Trueblood in an 
earlierbestse:1ler "The Company of 
the Committed." This volume is a 
sequel to that book. Five years of 
learning, experimenting, 'and speak-

ing haV'? p;a!ssed and it 'is time to 
staJte personal condusions to en­
couraJge the fiaith of all concerned 
parties. In order to summarize the 
messalge most succinctly a hymn­
poem follow the preface; the words 
to :be sung to the Welsh tune, 
Hyfrydol. 

For those who through circum­
stances of calling 18ll1d Iservice need 
tIre refreshing experience of fishing 
in "a stream, which is a sure source 
of 'a good supply of aphorisms, the&e 
deep pools beckon appealingly. 'tIhe 
firstcha'[J'1;er which speaks to the 
reality of a Christran minority posi­
tion in the present world substan­
ti'rutes this: 

"Perhaps it lis 'the phySlical ev­
idence of ,the Church which mosrt 
lends credence to the delusion that 
Christians enjoy a majority start:e." 
p.17 

"Because :the human being is 
adept '81t the cre81tion of the easy 
conscience, he can make himself 
feel good 'about almost anything." 
p.20 

"Christianity survived very large­
ly because it accepted the scandail 
of particularity." p. 25 

"RepresentatiVtes of the church 
need ,to be reminded that the 
church exists for men and not 
men for the church." p. 28 

"The renewal of the church will 
be in piogress when it is seen -as 
a fellowship of consciously in­
adequalte persons who gather to 
serve !because their unity with one 
another '8Il1d with Christ has made 
them Ibold." p. 31 

Even though Ithese exrerpts are out 
of C011ltexJt Ithey serve to whet the 
appetite. And when fue 'plain garb' 
of the Quaker is exposed 'as a pvac­
tice which "called aittention to ilif­
ferences wh1ch were small rather 
than to big ones," or by the cutting 
analysis tOOt 'Ithe mista:ke of such 
actions is. not Ithe mistake of 'being 
willing to be a conscious minority, 
but rather the mistake of arri'V'inlg 
at distincti~,mess too simply," we 
may hear 1Jhe echo of Nathan's 
words to David in our own souls. 

The delight of chapter tJwo lies in 
irts essential practical<tty. First, the . 
professional minister's role comes 
under careful scrutiny. Is he to be 
a minister, a pastor, a shepherd or 
a "playing cOOICh" as Dr. Trueblood 
suggests, whose first Task is ' that of 
teacher? Secondly, rather than 
seeing the paistor as an entrepreneur 
and the Church his business "we are 
beginning to see I1Jhrut it is the or­
dinary member who has a prognam 
and that the paSitor is his helper." 
However, ·the revolution is only 
complete when we recognize that 
each member is oaUed to be a pas­
tor to somebody, a servant enlisted 
in 'the troops of his Servant Lord. 

The 'how-to-do-iJt character of this 
book is most evident in chapter 3. 
While mentioning the obvious condi­
tions of renewal, repentance and a 
return to :the Bible, it is in the ideas 
about a ,book table, a IJay Academy, 
the smaIDJ. group movement, or coffee­
break evaJngelism that seed thoughts 
are pLamrt:ed. It may be trite' to say 
that renewal ,begins with persons, 
and no new thing to 00 told that 
the real enemy is the sin of self­
centredneiSsin the h1.1:IXlOO heart, 
however, iJt is ~g to hear 
again that 'the iogic of' renew~l is 
the principle of development whose 
golden text is, "It does not yet liiP­
pear what we shall 'be." A lack of 
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probing as to the role orthe~ HOly 
Spirit in the total process is some­
wha:t disappomOOig. 

In the discussion on The Base and 
The Field Dr. Trueblood avoids the 
current tendoocy to write--off the m­
stitutio'l1Jait program of the Church, 
aJIlId The Roman Catholic dogma of 
SalvatiQn only 'in the Church. The 
defin~tions of the Ch'lll"Ch's charaoter 
and fwnction relative to the world 
are set in that mood which sees the 
relation of the base to 1Jhe field as 
essentially one, of servanthood. The 
so-called division bertween service 
and missions is exposed by the con­
cept of tota:I evangelism. Wlho would 
want to deny our own questionings 
in these areas? 

If any paI'lt of 'fuis work could 
be termed somewhat exegetical, it 
is the final cbapter. In fact, irts 
homiletical character enables the 
oothor to reach a climax and to 
leave the reader yearning for a re­
newal of vision in which, the Church 
is an incenmary fellowShip because 
of its ,genuine fellowship in the Liv­
ing Christ. The text "I came to cast 
fire upon the earth," according to 
our author, most correctly defines 
evangelism which "occurs when 
people are 'so enkinchled by contact 
with the centTalfire of Ohrist that 
they, in turn, set others on fire." 
A re-rearung of fue first st'anza of 
the hymn included in ,the introduc­
tion could very well serve as our 
prayer of dedication: 

"Thou, whOSle purposem to kinda.e: 
Now ignite us with, Thy fire; 
While' the eaI'lUb awaits Thy iburning 
Witth Thy passion us inspire. 
Overcome oursinil'ul calmness, 
Rouse us with redemptive shame; 
B1aptize with Thy fiett'y Spirit, 
Crown our lives wi!th tOlllg!Ues of 

Tlame." 
Herbert Swartz 
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Prayer for Servants 

of the Church of Christ 

o God, who dost ever gorvern and sanctify 

Thy church through those whom Thou hast called 

into the fellowship of Thy Son and into the min­

istry of Thy Word, support with the help of Thy 

Holy Spirit, we pray Thee, the labors of those 

who ,teach and the studies of those who are 

taught at om Bi:ble College and Bible Institutes, 

that from~hese schools there may continue to 

come forth more eXicellent ministers, missionaries, 

evangelists, and men and women eager and ready 

to sewe in obedience to Thee. 

Make them firm in the faith once for all de­

livered to Thy people, zealous for the expansion 

of Thy Kingdom, and devout in their personal 

life and worship of Thee. Let them be examples 

to the believers in speech and conduct, in love, 

in fa1th and in purity, and keep them consdouis 

that Thou hast made them sewants of Him, who 

is the Church's Head, Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 


