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by Roman Catholic many 
practices of the winter solstice were 
blended with those of Christianity as 
a direct response to the decree of Greg­
ory I. Christmas became both religious 
and secular. From the pagan accent on 
light, it is not difficult to trace the rise 
of "lights" and "fires." 

Many current customs associated with 
Christmas can be traced back to the 
pagans. The Romans decora:ted their 
temples with green boughs for Satur­
nalia, the season of merry-making and 
giving of gifts. The Druids gathered 
mistletoe, and the Saxons used holly, 
ivy and bay. It is generally believed that 
the first Christmas tree was of German 
j.)rigin dating from Boniface, the first 
Catholic missionary to Germany. He 
replaced the sacrifices to Odin's sacred 
oak bya fir tree. 

The second question is a more tender 
one. Certain customs which came from 
paganism have now been associated 
with a religious motif. A parallel is 
found in music. A secular tune receives 
Chrsitian words and soon the origin of 
the tune is forgotten. Only those who 
have come from the secu1ar background 
readily detect the "unholy alHance." I 
believe we should remove such symbols 
as Santa Claus, reindeer, Christmas 
trees, etc., from the sanctuaries in 
which we worship. They are out of 
keeping with the spirit of the day. The 
symbols are those of the world and as 
such should be rejected by the church. 
If we want to use symbols, and I per­
sona11y would advocate extreme cau­
tion, let the symbols be such as are 
deeply imbedded in Christian truths 
and which unmistakably testify to 
these. I am not speaking of homes and 
family practices. Let us first begin 
with the house of God. We, in our fam­
ily, have rejected the tree even for the 
home. F. C. Peters 

Is there any advantage in attending 
a small college when one has the oppor­
tunity of attending a large university? 

With huge university campuses 
sprawling over vast tracts of land, and 
with an explosion of student population, 
it is hard for some to divorce excellence 

of education from the 'big, bigger, big­
gest' mentality -- a mentality which 
is tending to pervade the thinking of 
some people even with respect to the 
size of a church. Obviously there are 
facilities in the larger schools which 
are highly endowed by the government 
and a smaller col­
lege can never even dream of possess­
ing. However, some educators see some 
very definite educational advantages in 
a small college. Here are some that 
have been suggested: 1. The small col­
lege by virtue of its smallness, tends to 
emphasise idealism rather than mater­
ialism. 2. The small college provides 
the family-type of unity. 3. The small 
college offers an opportunity of closer 
relationships with teachers which often 
transcends some of the academic values. 
4. It can provide the clima,te for a bet­
ter motivation for learning. 5. It is in 
a better position to achieve the goals 
which the school has set for itself, be­
cause of a more closely knitted facuIty 
and closely integrated curriculum. 6. 
It tends to foster a 'school spirit', and 
since many values of life are 'caught' 
rather than 'taught', it can playa more 
vital pal't in the transmitting of values. 

But our question, above, leaves much 
to be asked for. Is it a question of a 
small liberal arts college over again$t 
a large university? Is it a question of 
a small Christian college over against 
large non-Christian univel'sity? More­
over, one would have to know what 
field of s,tudy the quesUoner wishes to 
pursue? If he wishes to study in the 
Biblical field, the answer (at least for 
Canadians) might be 'a very simple one. 
If he intends to be a physicist, the an­
swer would also be rather self-evident. 
So we are faced with a host of un­
knowns. But if all things were equal 
(except size), the small college would 
still have to be considered seriously. 
The past has shown that not only have 
small colleges provided great leaders 
for nations, but also for the church. 
Why not give a small college a try? 
Come to MBBC next year! 

David Ewert 
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And art Thou come with us to dwell, 
Our Prince, our Guide, our Love, our Lord? 
And is Thy name Emmanuel, 
God present with His world restored? 

The world is glad for Thee! The rude 
Wild moor, the city's crowded pen ; 
Each waste, each peopled solitude, 
Becomes a home for happy men. 

Thy reign eternal will not cease; 
Thy years are sure, and glad, and slow; 
Within Thy mighty world of peace 
The humblest flower hath leave to blow. 

Dora Greenwell 

"And thou shalt call his name Immanuel; which is, 
being interpreted, God with us" (Matt. 1 :23). 
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