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tion, pulling up the ladder after us, and 
keeping out anything that might come 
in to hinder our secret devotions." Here 
we have a superb use of a very simple 
illustration for the purpose of further 
clarifying and explaining a spiritual 
truth. 

On the other hand, illustrations, no 
matter how vivid or spirited they may 

be. cannot by themselves render an 
otherwise vaguely developed point lum­
inous. "If the thought of [the] sermon," 
as H. G. Davis reminds us, "is opaque, 
the story is all the more liable to be 
heard as a thing added but not a88im-
ilated." 

(To be continued) 
H. Giesbrecht 

I YOUR QUESTION 1.- . . -.. . . . . . . . . . . . -,------------ .1 II • II 

Question: In the light of Christ's em­
phasis on love and selfless action, how 
can we interpret His statement in Matt. 
10:34: "Do not think that I have come 
to bring peace on earth; I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword"? 

Answer: This question has indeed 
puzzled many great Bible expositors. 
One commentary explains the verse as 
meaning that Christ's disciples must be 
valiant in the fight against evil. Another 
discreetly omits any comment whatever. 
However, we con certainly gain some 
meaning from this passage if we do not 
consider it in isolation but rather in the 
light of its context. We cannot pluck one 
sentence out of a lengthy narration and 
presume a correct explanation. 

Matthew 10 contains Christ's words 
of commission to His twelve disciples. 
In asking them to preach the gospel of 
the kingdom of God, He wishes them to 
be under no illusion regarding their pos­
ition in the world. Since He has been 
persecuted, so will they be, if they truly 
represent Him. 

In verse 34 Jesus considers the effect 
upon the disciple of following Him. To 
follow Him brings the sword into the 
disciple's life. Though the word "sword" 
here is the usual · word for an instru­
ment of ,war, a literal metal sword is 
not meant, even as "the cross" of verse 
35 is not the literal wooden cross on 
which criminals were once executed. 
The cross (in context) stands for the 
burden we willingly take upon ourselves 

for Christ's sake; the sword stands for 
the division which comes into our lives 
when we follow Him. As He explains in 
verses 35-39, to follow Him means being 
divided from our loved ones (if they are 
not His followers also) , from our former 
ambitions, from our former worldly 
home. In a definite way we are cut 
away from the things of this world and 
"separated unto God." We seek a new 
home (Herb. 11:13-16) and are eternally 
separated from the old sinful one. 

In the same way when we follow Christ 
we are no longer at peace in the sense 
of being satisfied with ourselves, as we 
were formerly. We have peace with God, 
but not with ourselves, and the situation 
of our brother. Our souls are in turmoil 
because our brother's salvation con­
cerns us; we may spend agonizing hours 
on our knees before God; we may even 
do things inconvenient to ourselves to 
win him to the Father. We are not at 
peace, but rather uncomfortable because 
the sword of Christ has separated us 
from our former complacencies, and we 
rightfully feel the power of that sep­
aration. 

Of late concern has been expressed 
the "armchair Christian," 

the man who is peacefully rocking his 
way to heaven-or, at least, who thinks 
he is. If we would allow Christ to bring 
the keen edge of His sword to bear in 
our lives, such "comfortable" Christian­
ity would be unknown. 

H. R. Baerg 

(1I'OrtMlzUq von Umscblagseite 2) -

in diesem "Gutes tun" nicht miide werden (vrgt Gal. 6, 9). Der Tag 
des Gebens fih' des Hel'1'l1 Werk kommt auch zum Abschlu.8. Mage der 
Herr uns als Schule und a1s ganze Broderschaft die Gnade schenken 
unsern. besondem Heilstag richtig auszukaufen, denn es kommt die 
Nacht, da niemand wirken kann. 

J. A. Toews 

Eve.11II Coara.a 
at the 

MENNONITE BRETHREN BIBLE COLLEQE 
WHEN? 

Every Thursday night from 7:30 to 9:20 p.m. throughout 
the College year. Students may take one or two courses 
if they so desire. Registration will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, October 5th. Students should register before 
the beginning of the first lecture, if possible. 

WHERE? 
Registration is in the general office of the Admjnistration 
Building. The lectures will be given in class-room 3 of 
the Administration Building. 

WHO? 
Anyone may attend and enjoy the blessing. The courses 
are regular courses taught at the College, and College 
day-students will enroll for them as such. Those who 
cannot attend College during the day may join our stu­
dents, either as auditors (this exempts the student from 
all assignments), or as regular students (High School 
graduation is required for this) . 

WHAT? 
Two courses are to be offered. Each course is the equiv­
alent of 2 semester hours. The courses are taught one 
hour each week through the school-year. 

• Me B. Missions - 7:30--8:20 p.m. 
-I. /. MoA'l B.D. 

• Book of Acts - 8:30-9:20 p.m. 
-/. A. Toewsl M.A.. B.D. 

All lectures are in English. For a description of the 
courses offered, see over. 

COST? 
For auditors, other than College students, $8.00 for each 
course. 
For regular students $10.00 for each course. 

-The Administration 
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Come, ye than:kful people come, 
Raise the song of harvest home: 
All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied 
Come to God's own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

All the world is God's own field, 
Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade, and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 
Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take His harvest home; 
From His field shall in that day 
All offenses purge away; 
Give His angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast; 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In His garner evermore. 

Even so, Lord, quickly come 
To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There, for ever purified, 
In Thy presence to abide: 
Come, with all Thine angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

Henry Alford, 1810-1871 


